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Tom Wright's guide to Luke, which includes a wealth of information and background detail, provides

real insights for our understanding of the story of Jesus and its implications for the reader. His clear

style is accessible for new readers of the Bible, as well as to those who are further on. His exciting

new translation of the biblical text brings to life, passage by passage, the immediacy and drama of

Luke's Gospel..Tom Wright has undertaken a tremendous task: to provide guides to all the books of

the New Testament, and to include in them his own translation of the entire text. Each short

passage is followed by a highly readable discussion with background information, useful

explanations and suggestions, and thoughts as to how the text can be relevant to our lives today. A

glossary is included at the back of the book. The series is suitable for group study, personal study,

or daily devotions.
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For those unfamiliar with Wright's "______ for Everyone" series, they are a series of commentaries

on the New Testament books by Bishop Wright based on his extensive historical scholarship. He

provides his own translation (based on his study of the source languages) which is a very engaging

paraphrase. The text is divided up into chronological topic-based segments, followed by a 2-3 page

sermonette/commentary based on that section.Wright reveals that a unifying theme of vocation runs



through the Gospel of Luke: God meeting people in their lives and causing them to entrain in His

service. From Zachariah, Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph, to the shepherds, the disciples, the sick,

even the dead, all encounter their place in God's unfolding plan of redemption and the trajectory of

their lives is forever transformed. Wright shows that the Gospel of Luke contains themes

reminiscent of the Exodus: Mary, Joseph and Jesus coming out of Egypt, and Jesus' unfolding

vocation as Savior echoing the themes of Israel's exodus from Egypt. The 12-year old Jesus, found

in the temple after a 3-day search, is thematically linked to the risen Savior, found by the empty

tomb after another 3-day absence. The road to Emmaus is a journey where Jesus explains the Old

Testament plan to a pair (Wright suggests that it was Cleopas and his wife), linking to the other pair

in Eden, "eyes are opened" at a meal. Herod and Pilate's reconciliation during Jesus' trial and

crucifixion is a prefigurement of the unfolding reconciliation brought about by Jesus' sacrifice. Luke's

gospel also features the role and presence of women in Jesus' story.
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